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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 4 April 2012 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP 

     Alderman Dennis G Tucker, JP 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan  

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Councillor Walter Cross, JP 

 

Staff:   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards  

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 

     Ports Superintendent – Earl Francis 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

 

  Apologies:  Councillor Marshall E. Minors 

     

 

1. Public Presentation 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Mr. Tiago Garcia to the public presentation and gave him the opportunity 

to address the meeting. 

 

 Mr. Garcia started by mentioning some of the positive initiatives he has noted which are being 

driven by the Corporation of Hamilton. They were as follows: Edible Landscaping Initiative, 

City Food Festival, upcoming City Art Festival, Summer Sundays in the Park, the approval of 

Dinghy Dock @ Barr’s Park for Tour Operators and the brief but concise online consultation 

on No. 5 Car Park. He noted that all of this information is available online and reflects the 

Corporation’s move to be more transparent and offer information to the public. 

 

 Mr. Garcia went on to note however that he recently submitted an application to register a 

non-profit, which without going into details it was noted would need close communication with 

the Corporation.  Mr. Garcia respectfully requested the Infrastructure Committee dedicate 

an individual to correspond directly with the non-profit in favour of having to present to the 

Infrastructure Committee on a scheduled date.  Mr. Garcia noted that he made a presentation 

to the Committee on the 6th of February and has yet to receive an official response. He noted 

he is unsure of the official policy with regard to formal responses, however he feels the delay 

is counter-productive and impedes progress. 

 

 As a final note Mr. Garcia requested the Corporation to develop a formal policy to include 

industry and public consultation on projects that impact the social well being of the public, 

such as what is going to be done with the fountain outside of City Hall. Mr. Garcia then 

concluded and thanked the Board.  
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The Mayor thanked Mr. Garcia and advised he would look into the matter in terms of why he has 

not received a formal response on his presentation.  He noted communication is the short 

coming of most organizations, and he does not wish it to be one of ours.  He indicated that he 

would ensure Mr. Garcia had a proper response, well prior to the next Town Hall Meeting. 

 

ACTION: The Infrastructure Committee is to provide Mr. Garcia with a response to his 

presentation of February 6th, prior to the next Town Hall Meeting. 

 

The Mayor then called on Mr. Simon Hodgson to address the Board.  Mr. Hodgson introduced 

himself and thanked the Board for having him back. He provided 2 copies of a document to the 

Board that contained pictures of some areas in the city with photos of planted trees. While the 

Board circulated them Mr. Hodgson provided a brief background pursuant to an email he sent to 

the Secretary on April 3rd, 2012. The gist of the query is to try and understand a commendable 

initiative to look at improving the street trees in the city but he noted has some concerns about 

the underlying research and analysis to determine if the newly planted trees will survive and 

thrive. Mr. Hodgson noted that his specific query is more focused on Cedar Avenue specifically. 

It is his understanding that the Corporation is going to cut down some significantly mature 

trees to replace them with cedar trees. In principle he has no issue with this, his concern is 

that those trees might not survive and the existing mature trees provide a real function in 

terms of filtering pollution and noise.  Mr. Hodgson respectfully asked the Board before they 

proceed with this plan to give some consideration to how the new trees are planted and whether 

they will in fact survive.  The images Mr. Hodgson provided to the Board show three specific 

cedar trees in various locations that are not currently thriving.  

 

The Secretary noted to the Board that Mr. Hodgson also had a number of other questions of a 

technical nature. It was agreed in an email back to him that these questions will be part of the 

formal response from the Corporation, however the Secretary wanted to wait until after Mr. 

Hodgson spoke to the Board in case there was additional information.  

 

The Mayor stated that he felt Mr. Hodgson echoed a lot of his personal concerns with the tree 

planting in Hamilton. He advised that he has pointed out some previously replaced trees which 

are currently failing to thrive. He noted that the Corporation does have some iron protecting 

units which the Mayor has identified as being useful for such issues.  Mr. Hodgson noted to the 

Board that Cedar Avenue is one of the most heavily used streets in terms of traffic, 

particularly in relation to the buses. 

 

The Mayor advised the point was taken and noted that unfortunately the Chairman of the 

Infrastructure Committee, who would be interested in both comments, was not in attendance.  

However, the Mayor noted he would ensure the Secretary advised him of the comments made so 

far and the Corporation will respond accordingly.  The Mayor also requested Mr. Hodgson to 

avail the Corporation of some of his time to meet with the Infrastructure Committee.  Mr. 

Hodgson agreed that he would be happy to do so. 
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2. Review of Corporation minutes of 8 March 2012 

 

Councillor Tucker noted that he was not entirely sure the wording on page 8 of 12, item d was 

correct; where it states: 

 

“…if you reach the age of 65 and you want to continue working for the Corporation then you can 

undertake a full medical and submit an application to say that you wish to continue working and 

the Corporation can then take a view.” 

 

 Councillor Tucker suggested the wording should be amended as follows: 

 

“…if you reach the age of 65 and you want to continue working for the Corporation then you can 

undertake a full medical and submit an application to say that you wish to continue working and 

the Corporation can then make a decision.” 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any other changes, and noted if there were none could have the 

minutes accepted. 

 

The minutes were accepted as read. 

Proposed: Councillor Cross   Seconded: Councillor Quarterly 

Unanimous 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Vagrancy - The Secretary referred to a matter which was not referred to as an action item but 

noted that it probably should have been. With reference to the second paragraph of the 

minutes dated 8th March, 2012 where it was agreed the Secretary would seek to arrange a 

meeting with the Judiciary on the matter of vagrants. The Secretary noted to the meeting that 

we have made vigorous attempts to get a meeting with the Chief Justice, have not been 

successful.  The Secretary noted he is still trying to get a meeting with the new Chief Justice. 

 

Unity Rally Report - The Secretary confirmed that he was unable to find a physical copy of the 

Unity Rally Report for Alderman Ferreira, but confirmed that he printed another copy. 

 

Duty Relief - The Secretary confirmed that the Treasurer has written to the Ministry 

previously, and was encouraged to write again. The Secretary noted that we did send that letter 

and yes within 12 hours of writing letter got response that application was denied. Customs 

matters and legislation issues were quoted as the reasons.  

 

Councillor Harvey queried our ability to appeal the decision, and mentioned that he thought the 

board had talked about it in terms of the Corporation giving concessions in terms of the current 

hospital. Councillor Harvey stated that we make our case by saying the Corporation has 

exercised good-will in terms of providing things in the interest of the Community, surely 

Government may want to consider in their wisdom to help the Corporation to cut costs. 

Alderman Ferreira agreed that it was worth try. 
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The Secretary asked for clarification on who the appeal would go to.  The Mayor suggested that 

the appeal should go to the Minister of Finance. 

ACTION: The Treasurer & Secretary to write a letter of appeal to the Minister of Finance 

regarding the Ministry’s decision to deny the request for duty relief on the mechanical sweeper, 

recycle truck and steel. 

 

The Secretary noted that the next item action was a matter for Infrastructure Committee and 

in the absence of Councillor Minors it was note that the meeting should defer the matter until a 

later time. 

 

Hamilton Rotary Club - The Secretary confirmed he has sent a letter to the HRC thanking them 

for their offer to install a clock at the ferry terminal. 

 

Reflecting Pool at City Hall - The Mayor noted that there has been some further discussion 

regarding the reflecting pool and the City Engineer has set out what he envisages as the best 

way forward. It was noted that there is a safety factor now and we have several events coming 

out outside City Hall.  Repairing the pool would be a huge cost and time factor.  

 

The Mayor noted that in the interim time while examining the best design going forward, of 

which the current pool is not excluded from; the Corporation is looking at punching a couple of 

holes in deep end of pool for drainage. This will be followed by putting in a permeable liner, 18 

inches of gravel, soil and sod on top. Outline will remain and basins will be taken away and put in 

storage. This will allow us to use the front of City Hall, resolving the safety factors, allowing 

the Corporation to go through the RFP process and work with the Community. The Mayor noted 

he has been assured that the works he laid out would not make a significant change to the 

overall costs of either refurbishing or replacing the pool.  

 

Alderman Ferreira sought clarification on the meeting held with regard to the pool and queried 

if the Corporation was back-tracking. The Mayor confirmed that no, this was not the case, he 

was simply laying out what was going on in terms of clarity. He noted that there has been a fair 

amount of press on the matter and he wants to ensure that public can understand the process. 

Alderman Ferreira wished to confirm that there was still the option of keeping the pool as is 

and that this had not been discounted entirely. She advised the Board that she currently has 

about 10 emails from various members of the public who feel very passionately about the 

reflective pool. Alderman Ferreira acknowledged that there was a unanimous vote but stated 

that she personally regrets her vote on the matter. Alderman Ferreira stated that having 

thought about it she would like to rescind her vote. Councillor Swan stated that based on the 

Mayors recent comments he did not feel it was necessary to rescind the vote. Alderman 

Ferreira agreed with this point. 

 

Councillor Swan stated that more importantly he feels the Corporation should have a proper 

press release to clarify the situation and provide details to the public of what the Boards 

intentions are. 
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 City Hall Position – Gaming on cruise ships while in Port - Alderman Ferreira suggested that 

although listed under restricted in the agenda she felt it might be more appropriate to deal 

with the matter in the public meeting. The Mayor stated that this was appropriate and it was 

agreed to review the matter under Development Committee Minutes. 

 

4. Review of Committee Minutes 

 

(a) Development Committee – 7 March 2012 

 

Alderman Ferreira noted that there were no recommendations but there are applications to 

go through. Committee has not had a chance to review as yet but will do so and bring 

forward at the next meeting. 

 

Alderman Ferreira noted that with the Committee did have a meeting following the 

restricted session on March 8th.  Councillor Quarterly had asked the board if the Committee 

should be discussing a response to Government regarding the Corporations existing policy 

proposal on gambling abroad cruise ships while they are in port. Alderman Ferriera referred 

to our existing policy proposal, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Alderman 

Ferriera noted several previous comments from the minutes inclusive of Alderman Harvey’s 

comments that the Minister has been to Miami and told by the cruise ship companies that 

they cannot function in Bermuda whilst they are not allowed to have gaming on board. 

Alderman Harvey has further noted that the cruise ship industry being favoured over the 

hotel industry in terms of gaming is absolutely unfair. However the Mayor agreed that 

gaming should be discussed further by the Development Committee. 

 

Alderman Ferreira noted that a discussion took place on gaming while cruise ships are in 

port at the March 8th board meeting. Following this discussion a recommendation was made 

by Alderman Harvey and the minutes show that the motion failed.  

 

Subsequently the Development Committee held a special meeting on March 26th to discuss 

the topic of gaming on cruise ships whilst in port. The Secretary gave the Committee the 

existing policy, copies of which were handed out by Alderman Ferreira.  It was noted that 

the Committee first looked at the existing policy proposal at which time she read the policy 

proposal to the meeting, a copy of which is attached. 

 

Alderman Ferreira stated that the Committee held a robust discussion following a review of 

the existing letter / policy proposal. Following this discussion the Development Committee 

reached the conclusion that the existing policy probably still remains, and that the 

Corporation of Hamilton should hold onto the existing policy with one amendment. Alderman 

Ferreira reiterated that the Committee felt strongly that it’s the Government’s duty to 

deal with the gaming issue at large and that our position should largely remain the same.  

 

Alderman Ferreira then stated that the Development Committee had the following 

comments on the review of the policy, which reads almost word for word from the existing 

policy. 
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With regards to the issue of gambling whilst the cruise ships are in the port of Hamilton, at 

this time the Corporation of Hamilton has no opinion on this matter and thinks it best that 

the Government determine what the legalities in question would be.  

 

With regard to the onboard stores and entertainment the Corporation of Hamilton must 

take into consideration the position of the tax-payers within the municipality and how they 

will benefit from cruise ships if on-board revenues are permitted to occur whilst the boats 

are in port. Initial feedback from the tax-payers has not show the greatest amount of 

support but one does need to take into consideration whether the cruise ships are offering 

services and entertainment not found on the island. Whilst the proposal may not be 

completely supported by all parties, and we have outlined some concerns, if this is the sort 

of venture needed to have cruise lines commit to Hamilton then the Corporation of Hamilton 

will support these proposals. 

 

Proposal: The Corporation support the policy proposal to provide cruise ship concessions 

dated 17th March, 2009 with one addition.  That they amend the last sentence so it reads: 

“Whilst the proposals may not be completely supported by all parties, and we have outlined 

some concerns, if this is the sort of venture needed to have cruise lines commit to Hamilton 

then the Corporation of Hamilton will support these proposals with further consultation.” 

 

Alderman Harvey addressed the meeting and stated that he would like to revisit the entire 

proposal, not simply the last time. He stated that it seems to him there was a consultation 

during which a request was made to the Mayor and to himself to revisit the entire policy. It 

was indicated at the time that the issue is of vital importance in that cruise liners have 

indicated that they have challenges in securing enough revenues to consider Bermuda a 

financially viable destination. Alderman Harvey indicated that from his understanding most 

people support this. He made note that if we approve the resolution, we send the message 

that we don’t know what we’re doing and can’t make up our minds. Noted that he thinks this 

is the worst message to send, and further stated that he feels the message we ought to 

send is that we welcome gaming, we want cruise liners in the City and our merchants require 

it. Alderman Harvey feels we must go forward with this City Hall supporting gaming while 

cruise ships are in port. 

 

Councillor Cross condones statement of Alderman Harvey. He stated that this is a matter 

we should make a decision on, a positive decision. It is crucial matter at this time. However, 

Councillor Cross also noted that the opening hours and restrictions placed on those hours 

are important to protect the stores in Hamilton. 

 

Councillor Swan agreed with both his esteemed colleagues. However he further stated that 

he was a little incredulous as in his opinion the original letter was a little weak. If we are 

going to have an opinion we need to have a positive opinion. He broached the question is this 

make or break for the cruise ships and advised he feels that yes, they have indicated it is. 

Councillor Swan advised that while government has asked for our opinion and ultimately they 

need to make the final decision, the Corporation should use what influence they have with 

the Government to push them in the right direction.  
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Councillor Harvey said that it appears when a Government or any other organization seeks 

feedback it is helpful. It would seem to him that when the Deputy Premier sought the 

Corporations position on gaming that he is seeking support. Councillor Harvey stated the 

Corporation have a responsibility to voice an opinion on the matter either way. 

 

Alderman Tucker made the point that the letter was written on 17th March 2009.  He noted 

that it’s now 3 years down the line and the situation with the ships in town has become even 

more critical, it is something the Corporation must make a decision on. Alderman Tucker 

stated that if there are times to open up gaming facilities that will not interfere with 

offerings in Hamilton, then they should be given the opportunity.  He further stated that 

we need cruise ships in Hamilton Harbour, and if having gaming available at certain times 

brings those cruise ships in, then the Board should lend their support in helping this 

economy. 

 

Councillor Swan questioned if the consideration is for this season, or next season. The 

Mayor noted that this certain to go to Parliament, which would make it a matter for the 

very end of this season, or next season. 

 

Alderman Ferreira wished to acknowledge that the letter is 3 years old.  Yes, many things 

have change and many things have not changed, the City still does not have a cruise ship 

lined up. This is a critical matter whether there is gaming or not. Alderman Ferreira further 

stated that this matter is probably paramount to anything.   

 

The Mayor noted that the letter was very appropriate in 2009, however we have been 

asked, and are in the position to influence and support our peers. He stated that the 

Corporation need to make a stronger effort than stepping aside and leaving the decision to 

Government, the Corporation need to be up there with them. 

 

Mayor put the motion/recommendation to the meeting again as proposed by Alderman 

Ferreira. Councillor Swan stated that to his understanding the consensus around the table 

was to not propose the original letter, but rather have a more strongly worded letter in 

support of the Government and to secure the cruise ships. Further if that means having 

gaming on them, then make it clear the Corporation are in favour.    

 

The Mayor put the previous recommendation to the board from the meeting of March 8th, 

2012 on page 12 of the minutes as follows: “That the Corporation of Hamilton, in response to 

the Deputy Premier’s (Minister of Transport) request gives comment to allowing cruise ships 

that ply into Bermuda’s waters the right to open their casinos whilst in port and that the 

Corporation agrees with that and gives leeway to the Minister to determine the hours of 

those gaming operations while the cruise ships are in Bermuda waters.  Also, that the 

Corporation encourages the Ministry to move this decision with haste.” 

 

Alderman Ferreira reiterated that she felt it was important for the Corporation to state 

that our priority is having a cruise ship in town, whether it has gaming on board or not. 
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Councillor Tucker stated that again, the Corporation seemed to be trying to hide behind 

some compromise. He would like it to be clear that his feeling is if a cruise ship comes into 

Bermuda and they want to open and have casino’s available, during agreed upon hours, then 

they should be able to do so. Councillor Tucker is in support of this initiative. 

 

Alderman Harvey stated that the Minister has told the Corporation that he would like to 

see a cruise ship in Hamilton. That if the Corporation can identify a ship then bring it to him 

and he will do what has to be done to get it into Hamilton.  The issue here is whether the 

cruise ship should be allowed gaming on board and Alderman Harvey stated the answer is 

very simple, it is either a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ matter. Councillor Swan agreed that the issue is yes or 

no, and noted that the consensus around the table is yes to gaming.  

 

The Mayor clarified that the question is would the Corporation support gaming on board 

while cruise ships are in port. However, he further noted that the Corporation do not need 

get into micromanaging. The hours of operation etc. should be a matter left up to the 

Minister etc. Councillor Swan agreed that the Corporation should give their support and 

leave the further details regarding the operating hours etc. to the Government. 

 

Alderman Harvey reviewed previous resolution and proposed an amended resolution as 

follows: 

RESOLUTION: The Corporation of Hamilton in response to Deputy Premier and Minister 

of Tourism’s request gives comment to allowing cruise ships in Bermuda’s waters, when 

necessary, the right to open their casino’s whilst in port and that the Corporation 

agrees and gives leeway to the Minister to determine the hours of operation while the 

ships are in port.  

Proposed:     Alderman Harvey                                      Seconded:    Councillor Swan 

Unanimous 

 

Deferred Development Applications - The Secretary noted the concern he wished to raise 

on the applications deferred at the beginning of the Development discussion, is that the 

timeline to respond will time-out before the board meets again. As a result if the Board do 

not make comment during this meeting, it will be logged as ‘no comment’.   

 

Alderman Ferreira noted that it decided with the City Engineers to have their regular 

development meeting and put the applications through at that time, with submissions at the 

next Board meeting. The Secretary noted it won’t be a Board Resolution and sought 

clarification of that. Alderman Ferreira responded that the resolutions will go through at 

the next board meeting.  The Secretary noted he was unsure how this would work after the 

applications have been submitted already.  

 

The Mayor queried if any of the applications are in breach of the City of Hamilton Plan? 

The Secretary responded that he did not know at that time, as it was just brought to his 

attention that morning.  The Mayor noted there was opportunity before the conclusion of 

the meeting to contact the City Engineer and ask him to raise any issues. Those matters 

which are effectively just a rubber stamp there should be no issue.  
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In the absence of Councillor Minors the Mayor suggested the meeting move onto the 

Property Committee update. 

 

(b) Property Committee – 16 March 2012 

 

The Nelly’s Walk Mural Project - Ms. Kendra Earl’s has submitted a proposal to design a 

mosaic on Nelly’s Walk. Ms. Earl’s is a well-known respected art teacher and designer. 

Alderman Harvey noted to the meeting that the proposal comes at no cost to the city, and is 

going to be done in conjunction with various school entities. Danilee Trott addressed the 

board advising that the initial proposal for the fundraising is to include the schools. 

However the project also wished to be attached to a charity so the BSOA is now on board 

with the fundraising initiative as well. Councillor Tucker questioned the material as being 

mosaic tiles. He sought clarification as to whether the fundraising was to purchase the tiles 

required. Danilee Trott confirmed that the fundraising was to purchase the materials, fund 

the installation and pay the artist who created the mosaic.  Any additional funds will go 

towards an arts scholarship provided by the BSOA. The BSOA has requested some sort of 

recognition from the Corporation as this is their 25th anniversary year.  

RESOLUTION: That the Corporation approves the mosaic project for Nelly’s Walk, 

submitted by Ms. Kendra Earls. 

Proposed:  Alderman Harvey  Seconded: Councillor Quarterly 

Unanimous 

 

City Market -  Alderman Harvey noted that the owners and proprietors of City Market are 

finding it difficult to meet their financial challenges and are asking the Corporation to waive 

their current annual fee of $3,500 until things get better.  Alderman Harvey stated that 

City Hall supports City Market and efforts are continually being made to try and make it 

better in all directions.   

 

The City Engineer clarified to the meeting that City Market are seeking to waive the 

remainder of this year’s fee. They have already paid a portion. 

RESOLUTION: That the Corporation waives the remainder of the outstanding annual 

rental fee for the City Market. 

Proposed:  Alderman Harvey  Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

Unanimous 

 

(c) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 23 March 2012 

 

Union Negotiations: 

Alderman Tucker noted that there were no recommendations arising from the meeting on 

23 March, 2012.  However, he felt it was pertinent to note in the public section of the 

board meeting that the collective bargaining agreement negotiations with the BIU went to 

arbitration. The arbitration is now complete and the arbitrator’s ruling and/or report is 

expected within the next week or so. The Secretary noted the Arbiter indicated he would 

have his decision to the Minister before the Easter break. Once the ruling is received the 

board will be made aware of the details. 
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Review of Rules Governing Corporation Meetings - Alderman Tucker noted that the 

Committee does wish to have a discussion at an appropriate time with the members of the 

Board regarding some of the concerns the Committee may have with adapting a set of rules.  

However, he noted that before the Committee put forward a recommendation, the 

Committee would like a discussion in the restricted session with the Board. 

 

GED Programme at Adult Education - Alderman Tucker noted that the Committee was 

pleased to report the Corporation has had their first graduate from the GED Programme. 

Lindell Foster noted that the gentleman did pass the GED and the ceremony is in June to 

which we should get an official invite. The next candidate will sit the exam in May of this 

year.  Councillor Tucker noted that he is pleased to see staff are taking advantage of the 

educational programmes offered by the Corporation. 
  

(d) Finance Committee – 21 March 2012 

 

2011 Financials - Alderman Tucker noted that board will recall there have been some 

discussions about extra-ordinary income that had come to the Corporation over last year in 

the amount of $677,000. The Finance Committee did account for that revenue into the year 

2011 which really contributed to the surplus the Committee was looking to report out on for 

the year ended 2011.  Alderman Tucker noted however that the auditors have come back to 

the finance team and have told them that income has to be accounted for in previous years. 

As a result it was taken out of 2011 and put into income for previous years. 

 

This does not impact the overall financial position, but it will affect the profit and loss for 

the year 2011.  The Finance Committee thought the Corporation would come in with around-

about a $700,000 profit but it looks as if right now we will have a deficit of around 

$50,000.  

 

Puffin Traffic Light System - Alderman Tucker noted there was a recommendation which 

came out of the last meeting. He noted there has been considerable discussion on the 

information and advertisements regarding the new puffin traffic lights. The administration 

did receive a budget to better inform the public of these changes. The Committee 

recognizes there have been several pieces of information on the lights.  However, the 

Committee would like to see the Corporation take out a full page ad in the official gazette, 

highlighting the changes taking place.  

 

Alderman Ferreira said she felt the decision had already been made that the necessary 

information had been disseminated to the public. The Mayor noted there was a long debate 

over this matter and his understanding was that the previous recommendation was that we 

spend up to $40,000 on the matter.  The Mayor stated he was concerned the board is 

starting to slide back into operational issues.  If communications and management are 

satisfied that the Corporation has covered their due diligence requirements then this 

should be sufficient. 
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Alderman Tucker accepted the Mayor’s comments but noted there is a change with the 

puffin’s and the official notification for the Corporation and/or Government is that these 

matters be gazetted. Committee’s concern is that they have not seen this piece gazetted 

yet.  

 

The Secretary sought clarity on publishing something in the official gazette, and gazetting, 

He noted there is no vehicle to gazette this as it is not an ordinance.  He questioned if the 

Committee just require something in the official gazette.  Alderman Tucker was prepared to 

back off the recommendation to take out a full page ad in the Gazette, however he stated 

for the record that the Committee would like to ensure this is put into place.   
         

Audited Financials - The Audit has gone very well and we are still on target to have the 

audited financial statements by the end of April, 2012 after which time they will be 

published.  The auditors will be meeting with the Finance Committee at their next meeting. 

The Committee should be reviewing the final details of the work that they have prepared.  

Alderman Harvey indicated he does have financials for January, but one month of the year 

does not say much.  With regard to cash flows we are in a good position. Alderman Harvey 

noted that the Committee would be keeping a running tally in their binders regarding the 

financial impact of changes to the 2012 budget.  A number of reduction of rents and 

reduction of fees etc. are not included in the budget. They will have a negative impact and 

Alderman Harvey wished to note this.  It was further noted that we have accrued an amount 

for the potential ruling which may come from the Arbitrator in the BIU negotiations. 

  

(e) Infrastructure Committee – 12 March 2012 

   

The Secretary proposed to bring forward recommendations from the Infrastructure 

Committee meeting in the absence of Councillor Minors.  

   

Review of Ordinances - Three years ago the Board approved an update to the Municipalities 

Sidewalks/ Streets and Parking Ordinance. This was created by combining a number of 

ordinances as recommended by the Ministry of Finance who had oversight of the 

Corporation at that time.  The Board approved the combined Ordinance and it went to 

Government for approval.  To date it has not been acted on my Government and a number of 

things have happened in the last 3 years. The Ordinance has now been updated and it is 

recommended that the Board further approve the new Ordinance as it stands. The Mayor 

requested an update on the pertinent sections.  The Secretary noted that by combining 

everything, the clamping, car-parks, sidewalks all together it allows the Corporation more 

flexibility in administering and monitoring the streets, sidewalks and car-parks of the city. 

Flexibility in enforcement and providing guidance in the use of enforcement options.  We 

have removed the special goods vehicles parking areas and service vehicle parking areas.  

The pay and display area now gives flexibility to expand within the City. There are additional 

penalty charges for ignoring cordoned off areas. The new ordinance will define what yellow 

lines mean, update the word loading on loading zones and make placing furniture on the 

sidewalk illegal (furniture has a very broad meaning) etc. The Secretary confirmed that our 
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RESOLUTION: That the Municipalities Sidewalks / Streets and Parking Ordinance as 

amended is approved. 

Proposed:  Councillor Swan  Seconded: Councillor Cross 

    Unanimous   
    

The Hamilton (Regulation of Carriages) Ordinance 1994 - The Secretary advised that there 

is one amendment the Committee would like to make to the Ordinance. The amendment is 

the result of meeting with various groups including the SPCA regarding concerns to do with 

operational carriages within the City. It was noted that the Committee also consulted with 

our sister Corporation who have a progressive Ordinance already in place. The Committee 

reviewed the changes by email and have given their support to the changes. The main change 

is that it requires the Corporation to get information from carriage operators on a TCD 

approval for their vehicle and ad vet approval of their animal. These documents must be in 

place before the Corporation will issue a permit. If a carriage operator does not have a 

permit this is an offence against the ordinance and the police can issue tickets.  

RESOLUTION: That the Hamilton (Regulation of Carriages) Ordinance 1994 as 

amended be approved. 
Proposed:  Councillor Swan  Seconded: Councillor Quarterly 

Unanimous 

 

5. Any Other Business 

 

Bixi Bike Initiative - Alderman Ferreira raised the possible issue of the contravention of the 

60/40 rule with regard to the Bixi Bike Initiative.  She noted the holding company is in 

Montreal and wanted to be sure that the correct due diligence had been carried out.   

 

Freisenbruch Meyer Group – Use of #5 Car Park - The Secretary noted that there was a 

request from the Freisenbruch Meyer Group who are planning to launch an event for their 

ground floor opening on Friday, June 8th. They would like to request the use of No. 5 Car Park 

across from their building. They have asked if the board would consider an early review. The 

event will start at 6pm and they have requested use of the car park from 3pm for tent set up, 

catering and décor and they anticipate finishing at 9pm for breakdown.  The Mayor noted that 

the normal process is to charge the loss of revenue. 

RESOLUTION: That the Corporation grants Freisenbruch Meyer Group use of the #5 Car 

Park on Friday June 8th for a private party, start and end time to be determined at a 

later date.  

Proposed:  Alderman Harvey  Seconded: Councillor Swan 

Unanimous 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 2.20pm. 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 
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        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


